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Preface: Mapping the Geopolitical Quagmire

In the foundational first part of his two-part seminal interview with journalist Bluts Eyasu
of TV Meley, Tesfahiwet Kidane — the former Head of Foreign Relations and current
legislative member of the Organization of Eritrean Unity (OEU) — meticulously mapped
the complex geopolitics of the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea Region, specifically as they
intersect with the inviolable sovereignty of Eritrea. Tesfahiwet’s analysis provided a
critical rebuttal to the current revisionist and revanchist narratives emanating from
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Ethiopia — narratives that seek to frame sovereign Eritrean waters as an Ethiopian
“natural right.” As I have explored in my own research, these claims are not merely
diplomatic friction; they represent a calculated “Red Sea Gambit” designed to
deconstruct the legal and historical foundations of our statehood (Gebremariam 2026e).

This geopolitical landscape is currently being distorted by a “Bashashafication of Truth,”
where the Ethiopian leadership utilizes revisionist scapegoating to manufacture a
“maritime imperative” (Gebremariam 2026f, 2026a). By ignoring the legal finality of
colonial-era treaties and the EEBC decision, the Expansionist/Revisionist Regime in
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Ethiopia is attempting to navigate a regional “Geopolitical Quagmire” through
aggression rather than cooperation (Gebremariam 2025k, 2025f). This strategic
environment, characterized by what I term “The Red Sea Mirage,” sets the stage for the
structural threat discussed in the following article (Gebremariam 2025i). Understanding
the macro-geopolitical forces discussed in Part I is essential to grasping the specific,
predatory nature of the threat Tesfahiwet Kidane identifies in Part Il of his TV Meley
interviews. Indeed, his interviews serve as a masterpiece lesson on the imperatives of
regional geopolitics, offering an indispensable education for anyone seeking a working
knowledge of the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea Region at large. These discussions
provide the necessary intellectual framework to grasp the structural threats facing our
nation and are essential viewing for every Eritrean dedicated to the preservation of our
sovereign integrity.

Building upon the macro-geopolitical foundations laid in Part I, the following
analysis reflects on the strategic diagnosis offered by Tesfahiwet Kidane in Part II:
the reality of the predator in the tall grass and the mandate of the Eritrean people
to remain an “Unbreakable Shield.”

In Part II of his profoundly impactful two-part interview with TV Meley, Tesfahiwet
Kidane was asked a question by journalist Bluts Eyasu that strikes at the very heart of the
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Eritrean national existence: “Is Ethiopia a threat to Eritrea (A7f4F (1741 ALTZ .£F)?" In
his response, Tesfahiwet Kidane provided a vital scientific and strategic diagnosis of the



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADjEAKhBja4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADjEAKhBja4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADjEAKhBja4

current regional reality. His answer to the question and his assessment of the Ethiopian
state’s permanent belligerence can be synthesized as follows: “Yes, Ethiopia remains
the Revanchist Predator in the tall grass - a silent, patient Wolf at the Door waiting
for the thread of Eritrean unity to fray”.

This diagnosis is more than a mere metaphor; it describes the structural, permanent
belligerence of the Ethiopian state toward Eritrean sovereignty. As I have
documented extensively across a series of research-based analyses, the current
Ethiopian leadership is not an isolated anomaly but rather the latest manifestation of a
centuries-old “Genealogy of Aggression” (Gebremariam 2025a). To protect our hard-
won independence, we must educate ourselves on the multifaceted nature of this
threat. Sovereignty should not be viewed as a static trophy, but rather as a “Red Sea
Bastion” (Gebremariam 2026g) that demands the constant vigilance and indomitable
unity of the Eritrean people - a reality forcefully articulated by Tesfahiwet Kidane
throughout his interview.

The Genealogy of Aggression: Structural Roots of Ethiopian Irredentism

The threat from Ethiopia is rooted in the very fabric of its statehood. This “Genealogy
of Aggression” (Gebremariam 2025a) reflects a historical continuity where the
Ethiopian state perceives its survival and greatness as being inextricably linked to the
subjugation of the Red Sea coast. From the imperial era to the present day, Ethiopia
has consistently played the role of the “Aggressor Host” (Gebremariam 2025c). Even
while hosting the African Union - a position that demands the highest adherence to
international norms regarding the sanctity of borders — Ethiopia has utilized its “Seat
of Impunity” (Gebremariam 2025b) to mask revisionist ambitions. According to
Tesfahiwet Kidane, such deep-seated irredentism confirms that Ethiopia remains a
permanent ‘Wolf at the Door,” waiting patiently for a lapse in Eritrean vigilance to
reverse the historical and legal reality of our independence (Gebremariam 2025a).”

The Red Sea Gambit: Dismantling the “Maritime Imperative”

The most dangerous recent manifestation of this aggression is the “Red Sea Gambit”
— a calculated attempt to deconstruct Eritrean sovereignty under the pretext of
maritime necessity (Gebremariam 2026¢€). Ethiopia has attempted to elevate its desire
for a sea outlet from a commercial interest to a “natural right,” utilizing a revisionist
logic I have termed the “maritime imperative” (Gebremariam 2026a).

This logic relies on ‘“topographical errors” and the deliberate weaponization of
history to suggest that Eritrea’s coastline is an “Ethiopian heritage” (Gebremariam
2026¢). By framing their landlocked status as an existential crisis, the leadership in
Addis Ababa is manufacturing a “pretext for aggression.” They hope to convince the



international community that the violation of Eritrean borders is a geographical
necessity (Gebremariam 2026e). We must be clear: under international law, maritime
access for landlocked states is a matter of bilateral negotiation, not a mandate for the
annexation of sovereign territory or the creation of forced “joint ventures”
(Gebremariam 2026a).

Historical “Agenda Setting” and the Architecture of Amnesia

To facilitate its revanchist goals, the Ethiopian state has historically relied on a
sophisticated “Agenda Setting” tactic to influence global views and normalize its
expansionist claims. As Tesfahiwet Kidane meticulously detailed, this strategy dates
back to the aftermath of World War II. Emperor Haile Selassie effectively set the global
agenda to frame the “disposal” of former Italian colonies in a manner that favored
Ethiopian interests. By defining the conversation through this lens, Ethiopia secured
the federation of Eritrea under UN Resolution 390 A(V) and subsequently annexed the
country in 1962. Because the Ethiopian state had successfully managed global
expectations and “set the agenda,” this blatant violation of international law occurred
without any significant opposition from the global powers of the era.

Today, the current regime in Addis Ababa is attempting to revive this historical
playbook. By aggressively setting a global agenda that frames Ethiopia’s landlocked
status as a humanitarian crisis or a regional security threat, they are attempting to
influence international opinion to support their quest for Red Sea access
(Gebremariam 2026f). This modern “Bashashafication of Truth” seeks to make the
violation of Eritrean sovereignty appear as a “natural solution” to a manufactured
regional problem.

This strategy relies on an “Architecture of Amnesia” (Gebremariam 2025d), where
the Ethiopian public and the international community are systematically encouraged
to ignore the legal finality of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (EEBC)
decision. By weaponizing this ignorance and setting a proactive revisionist agenda,
the regime creates a domestic and international fervor for expansionism, presenting
Eritrea once again as a territory that must be compromised for the “greater good” of
Ethiopian stability (Gebremariam 2025g). This psychological warfare is the *tall
grass” in which the predator hides, attempting to demoralize the Eritrean people and
confuse the global diplomatic community (Gebremariam 2026f).

The Sick Man of the Horn: Aggression as a Diversionary Tactic

Historical precedent shows that failing states often seek external enemies to distract
from internal disintegration. Today, Ethiopia is the “Sick Man of the Horn,” suffering
from catastrophic domestic decay, systemic state collapse, and ethnic fragmentation



(Gebremariam 2026d). This state of “Domestic Decay” makes the predator in the
grass even more dangerous and erratic.

The current Ethiopian leadership is engaged in what I call “Suicide by Geography”
(Gebremariam 2026b). Unable to resolve internal civil wars in Amhara, Oromia, and
Tigray, the regime uses the Red Sea issue as a populist “silver bullet” to manufacture
a false sense of national unity. In this context, the “Red Sea Access Gambit” is a
diversionary tactic — a “Preemptive Strike” against its own internal dissolution
(Gebremariam 2026f). The Revanchist Predator is hungry and desperate; it views the
seizure of Eritrean territory as a necessary sacrifice to save a failing Ethiopian project
(Gebremariam 2026d).

Neutralizing the Threat: The Collective Mandate of Vigilance

As Tesfahiwet Kidane correctly underlined, the mandate to protect Eritrean
sovereignty belongs to the people collectively. Neutralizing a “Revanchist Predator”
requires more than military preparedness; it requires an “Unbreakable Shield” of
internal unity and a refusal to let the “thread of unity fray” (Gebremariam 2026g).

o Protecting the Foundation: We must recognize that Assab is the “Cradle of
Eritrean National Identity” (Gebremariam 2025j). Any rhetoric that suggests our
coastline is a “joint venture” or subject to “economic integration” that bypasses
the absolute respect for sovereignty is a trap designed to let the Wolf through the
door (Gebremariam 20251).

e The Inviolable Red Line: Historical truth is our greatest weapon. We must reject
the “Fallacy of Equilibrium” (Gebremariam 2025¢) and insist on the “Inviolable
Red Line” of our territorial integrity (Gebremariam 2025f).

e Neutralizing Scapegoating: We must educate the public against the
weaponization of ignorance. The Eritrean people must remain the “Sentinel” over
the Red Sea Bastion, ensuring that the “narcissism of small differences” does not
provide the predator with the opportunity it seeks (Gebremariam 2026g).

Conclusion

The “Revanchist Predator in the Tall Grass” is a structural reality of our regional
landscape, not a transient diplomatic misunderstanding. From the imperial agenda-
setting of the 1950s to the modern revisionist gambits of the current regime, the
Ethiopian state has consistently sought to normalize its expansionist desires by
manipulating global opinion and weaponizing historical amnesia. However, as
Tesfahiwet Kidane’s strategic diagnosis reminds us, this predator can only succeed if
it senses a lapse in our vigilance or a fraying of our internal “thread of unity.” To



neutralize the “Wolf at the Door,” we must remain firmly rooted in the historical and
legal truths of our statehood, refusing to be distracted by the “Bashashafication” of
current events. By fortifying our “Red Sea Bastion” and upholding our collective
mandate, we ensure that Ethiopia’s revisionist ambitions remain nothing more than
mirages. Protecting the sovereignty of Eritrea is our “Inviolable Red Line” — a duty
that belongs to every citizen and remains our ultimate insurance for a free, peaceful,
and independent future.
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